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Social and Territorial Inequalities of Health
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Men managers: + 6.4 years / men workers
Women managers: + 3.2 years / women workers

Reading: In 2009-2013, life expectancy at 35 years of a 
male worker is on average 42.6 years.
Champ : France métropolitaine.
Source : Échantillon démographique permanent (INSEE).
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Hommes Ouvriers

Femmes Cadres

Femmes Ouvriers

Men managers: + 6.4 years / men workers
Female executives: + 3.2 years / women workers

Regional differences of up to 4 years for men 
and 2 years for women in mainland France; 3 
years for men and 6 years for women in DOMs.

Reading: In 2009-2013, life expectancy at 35 years of a 
male worker is on average 42.6 years.
Champ : France métropolitaine.
Source : Échantillon démographique permanent (INSEE).

Sources : estimations de population et statistiques de l'état civil,
INSEE.
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Territorial Inequalities of Health: Suicide Mortality

Standardized suicide 
rates in major French 
regions (2012, per 
100,000)

Source: Observatoire national 
du suicide
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VigilanS: a post-hospital “re-contact” program after Suicide Attempt
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Linear regression between penetrance in VigilanS and suicide 
attempts variations from 2014 to 2017

Including 20% of suicidal patients in 
VigilanS resulted in a 2.5% reduction in 
suicide attempts (SA).

Including 40% of suicidal patients in 
VigilanS resulted in a decrease in SA of 
24%.

Including 60% of suicidal patients in 
VigilanS resulted in a drop in suicide 
attempts of 46%.

Larissa Fossi, to be published…
Reduction of 40 suicides/year (-12.4%)

10,119 SA in 2014 – 8,784 en 2017 (-13.2%)
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Costs of Suicide or Suicide attempt

Country Year Suicide Suicide attempt

Canada 6 1996 - 11.824 €

Irelande 1 2001/2 466.480 € -

Ecosse 2 2004 464.754 € -

Nouvelle Zélande 3 2005 354.373 € 5.025 €

USA 5 2005 313.976 € 11.146 €

Flandre belge 4 2011 367.612 € -

Suisse 7 2011 - 15.846 €

France 8 2011 296.558 € 5.398 €

1 : Kenelly.B, 2007, The economic cost of suicide in Irland, Crisis, 28(2), 89-94

2 : The economic costs of suicide in scotalnd in 2004, scotland gouv.uk

3 : O'Dea D and Tucker S. 2005. The Cost of Suicide to Society. Wellington: Ministry of Health.

4 :Coppens.E, 2011, De evaluate van het vlaams actieplan suicidepreventie

5 : Web‐based Injury Statistics Query and Reporting System, 2005

6 :  Clayton D, Barcel A., The cost of suicide mortality in New Brunswick, 1996

7 : Swiss Med Wkly. 2012;142:w13648

8 : Vinet, Chevreul URC ECO

• The cost of Vigilans:
Half-time “Vigilantes”
Secretary
Administrative agents
Psychiatrist

For an “ARS” envelope of

485.000 € annually

http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed?term=Clayton D[Author]&cauthor=true&cauthor_uid=10455041
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed?term=Barcel A[Author]&cauthor=true&cauthor_uid=10455041
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MINISTERE 
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= DGS, DGOS, DGCS, 

DSS, DREES, SGM, …

Définit des 
objectifs de SP

Conçoit les 
programmes de 

santé

Lois, décrets, 
arrêtés…
plans et 

programmes

ANSP
Met en œuvre les 
programmes de SP

...

Plans stratégiques 
et programmes 

nationaux

Comité 
interministériel 
pour la santé

…

Conférence 
nationale de la 

Santé
…

Assurance 
Maladie

Agences 
régionales (ARS)

Associations…

Inspection générale 
des affaires sociales,

Cour des Comptes

Contrôle

HAS,
HCSP,

…

Definition of objectives, Piloting Implementation
Expertise, consultation, 

coordination

How to translate Scientific evidence and Expertise into Policy

Inserm, CNRS
Agences d’expertise 

et de surveillance
ANSP, ANSES, …
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The 2016 Health Law Article 1: National Strategy for Health « SNS »
Applied by decree on 29 December 2017 with Regional « PRS » in 2018…
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• Creation (18 June 2014) of the Interministerial Committee for Health (1st

meeting of the restricted standing committee on antimicrobial resistance, 
2nd meeting of the Standing Committee for the “SNS”)

The “Interministerial Committee for Health”
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The “Interministerial Committee for Health”

25 mars 2019 
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« Priority: Prevention » - Tobacco control
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The Tobacco Products Directive (TPD)

• The revision of the TPD was considered as “the most lobbied 
dossier in the history of the EU institutions” and Phillip Morris 
International, the biggest stakeholder from the tobacco industry, 
employed more than 160 lobbyists and spent around €1.25 million 
on lobbying on the TPD dossier.

• There is scientific evidence showing that the final text of the TPD 
was influenced by the intensive tobacco industry lobbying and was 
less protective of the health of EU citizens.

• It is important to note that the FCTC, of which the European 
Commission (EC) is one of the Parties, specifies in Article 5.3 that 
Parties have to take precautionary measures to protect tobacco 
policies from industry lobbying.

A Normative Role: Tobacco Control as an Example
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• By ratifying the FCTC in 2004, France 
confirmed its commitment to the fight 
against smoking.

• However France in 2014 had over 13 million 
people smoking on a daily basis.

• Tobacco kills 73,000 people each year in this 
country, or the equivalent of a plane crash 
per day, with 200 passengers on board.

• Social costs: 120 billions € (P. Kopp. OFDT 
2015)

• Pursuing an ambitious objective: children 
born today will be part of the first 
“generation of tobacco-free adults”. 

• Within five years, the prevalence of tobacco 
should be reduced by 10% and within ten 
years, it should have dropped to under 20% 
of daily smokers. 

The French “National Smoking Reduction Program”
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Focus Area 1: Protecting young people and 
avoiding their first foray into smoking

Initiative 1: Making tobacco products less 
appealing 

4 actions: 

• Introducing the plain packaging for cigarettes 
and rolling tobacco; 

• Renewing, enlarging and repositioning health 
warnings (65% of the cover, placed at the top, 
new texts and images) on the packaging of 
cigarettes and rolling tobacco, in accordance 
with the directive 2014/40/UE; 

• Banning tobacco advertising in retail outlets; 

• Banning perceptible aromas in tobacco 
products, in accordance with the directive 
2014/40/UE. 

The French “National Smoking Reduction Program”

The DePICT study (Inserm), in 2017 after the introduction of the plain packaging,
shows the decline of the first tobacco experiment in 2,000 young people aged 12 to 17:
20.8 vs 26.3% in 2016; more marked among girls: 13.4 vs. 25.2%
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All Together at the Public Health Service

Cost of the campaign: 10 M€

Increase awareness
• Social marketing

• The campaign “Moi(s) sans Tabac"
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Results of a Public Policy…

↘ daily smokers 1 M between 2016 and 2017 (↘ 7.7%)
Men 18-24 year-old: ↘ 44.2 to 35.3%
Men 45-54 year-old: ↘ 36.1 to 30.5%
Women 55-64 year-old: ↘ 21.1 to 17.6%
Unemployed people: ↘ 49.7 to 43.5%
Tobacco sells: ↘ 1.4%
Help-for-weaning treatments: ↗ 28.5%
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The "Tobacco Control Fund"
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« Priority: Prevention » - FoPL “Nutri-Score”



AXA – Meeting 28 February 2019

B Vallet – Presentation of the French health system

The 2016 French Health Law and the EU Food Information for Consumers

Art. L. 3232-8.- In order to facilitate the choice of the consumer with regard to the
supply of energy and nutrients to his diet […] the mandatory nutrition declaration
provided for by the regulation (EU) n°1169/2011 may be accompanied by a
presentation or a supplementary expression by means of graphs or symbols, under
the conditions laid down in Article 35 of that Regulation

The 2016 French Law: A global emphasis on prevention

Mandatory Nutritional Declaration



Executive Master

B Vallet – LE SYSTEME DE SANTE

Front of Pack Labelling… The « Nutri-Score » story 

Nutri-Score, the best of 4 logos
accompanied by a 5% improvement in the FSA score
on the 10 weeks of real-life experimentation

The 2016 French Health Law
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The Nutri-Score and the WHO…
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The Nutri-Score and the EU…
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« Priority: Prevention » - Vaccination

v
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Flu: 15%

HVB: 13%

HPV: 11%

Negative

Perception

Vaccine adherence - Public 

12 January 2016: « Rapport sur la politique vaccinale Mme Sandrine HUREL »
30 November 2016: « Rapport Fischer de la Concertation citoyenne sur la vaccination »
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• Legislation extending vaccine requirements (“mandatory”) from 3 to 11 vaccines.

• No new vaccines: from Diphtheria, Tetanus, Poliomyelitis, to Pertussis, Haemophilus
Influenzae b, Pneumococcus, Hepatitis B, Meningococcus C, Measles, Mumps, Rubella.

• The new obligations condition entry and retention for children born on or after January 1, 
2018, effective June 1, 2018.

• Possibility of subsequently lifting the obligation by decree based on epidemiological data.

• The specific penal sanction for the refusal of vaccination is abolished: maintenance of the 
general penal sanction concerning the attacks on the health of the child.

• The exemption clause for personal suitability was not retained because it is contrary to the 
public health interest legally allowing the imposition of an obligation.

• Evaluation: Every year from the last quarter of 2019, the Government will publish a report 
on the impact of the measure: immunization coverage of vaccines made compulsory, return 
of French confidence in vaccination (ANSP) and monitoring of adverse effects of vaccines. 
vaccines (ANSM).

New Legislation (LFSS) 2018 - article 49
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Proportion of hexavalent vaccines among vaccines containing diphtheria, tetanus,
polio and PERTUSSIS, 2015-2018 France
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Results of a Public Policy…
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Place for…

• Complex interaction between social determinants of health means 
responsibility for the whole of the government decisions
(interministerial committee as a tool) 

• Stronger relationship between “science makers” and “policy 
makers” (intervention for suicide attempts as an example)

• “Real life experiments” in order to transform lab investigation into 
“tested” public policy (the Nutri-Score as an example)

• The use of “soft law” proposed by an international organization to 
build up “hard law” (the tobacco control as a reference)

• Strong national political will secured by solid scientific evidence to 
fight against hesitancy (vaccination as an example)

How to translate Lifepath evidence into Policy


